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“New Villagers” Go Live! First Cohort of Jiangcun Resident Scholars Announced
To carry forward the spirit of Fei Xiaotong—“committed to enriching the people and seeking truth from facts”—and to deepen collaboration between academia and local communities while contributing to rural revitalization and the modernization of grassroots governance, the First Jiangcun Resident Scholars Programme was jointly launched by the Institute of Sociology of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, the Department of Sociology at Peking University, the Publicity Department of the Wujiang District Committee, the Wujiang Federation of Social Sciences, and the People’s Government of Qidu Town, Wujiang District.
Marking the 90th anniversary of Fei Xiaotong’s Jiangcun fieldwork, the programme has, since its launch, received widespread attention and enthusiastic responses from universities, research institutions, and various sectors across the country.
The programme adopted a combined approach of “open recruitment + targeted invitation,” receiving a total of 37 valid applications nationwide, covering disciplines such as sociology, social work, economics, human geography, and journalism and communication. The selection process followed a mechanism of “independent voting, aggregated counting, and collective deliberation.”
Given the strong number of applications, the organizers decided to expand the number of selected scholars. Due to budget constraints, additional selected participants will be responsible for their own travel, accommodation, and related expenses.
After review by the evaluation panel, a total of 10 scholars were selected for the first cohort, including 7 faculty experts and 3 doctoral students. The list is as follows:

First Cohort of Jiangcun Resident Scholars
(Listed in order of strokes in surnames)
Faculty Experts
1. Feng Junqi
Associate Professor, School of Political Science and Public Administration, China University of Political Science and Law;
Director, Case Center for Public Administration;
Deputy Mayor (on secondment), Xiwengzhuang Town, Miyun District, Beijing
2. Sun Jin
Executive Director, Laboratory for Social Governance and Sustainable Development;
Associate Director, Centre for Public Policy Research, The Chinese University of Hong Kong;
Assistant Professor
3. Zhu Xingtao
Associate Professor, School of Sociology, Northeast Normal University
4. Li Zhen
Assistant Research Fellow, Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
5. Li Yurui
Researcher, Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences;
Deputy Director, Key Laboratory of Regional Sustainable Development Analysis and Simulation
6. He Yu
Researcher, Jiangsu Academy of Social Sciences
7. Xu Xuanguo
Professor and PhD Supervisor;
Head, Department of Sociology, School of Social and Public Administration, East China University of Science and Technology;
Deputy Director, Institute of Social Work and Social Policy

Doctoral Students
1. Ma Wenjia
PhD Candidate, School of Sociology and Ethnology, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
2. Wang Jiaming
PhD Candidate, School of Sociology, Renmin University of China
3. Pan Siyu
PhD Candidate, School of Public Administration, Hohai University

The resident scholars will be dispatched in batches to Kaixian Gong Village (Jiangcun) from June to September 2026, where they will conduct immersive field research. Each residency will last four weeks.
During their stay, scholars will focus on key topics such as innovation in grassroots governance, upgrading of local特色 industries, and rural revitalization practices. They will also organize activities including the Jiangcun Fieldwork Workshop and the Jiangcun Social Sciences Lecture Series, promoting the translation of academic成果 into实践应用 and contributing to the development of Jiangcun as a model of Chinese-style rural modernization.

Warm congratulations to the 10 selected Jiangcun Resident Scholars!
We look forward to seeing you “write your papers on the ground,” carrying forward Fei Xiaotong’s scholarly commitment and people-centered vision, empowering knowledge through practice and bringing renewed academic vitality to the development of Jiangcun.
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